
 

Friday, September 4, 2020 

 

VIDEO: MOST WEARING FACE 
COVERINGS IN SNOHOMISH 
COUNTY, SURVEY FINDS 

See the video of the results of the recent 
Mask Compliance Survey conducted by 
volunteer HAM radio operators on 
Facebook and Twitter. 

 

Video: Most wearing face coverings in Snohomish County, survey finds 

Volunteer HAM radio operators at Snohomish County Department of Emergency Management 
this summer went into the field to survey mask use. They tallied compliance by 3,500 people 
visiting area businesses, parks, transit centers and along busy streets. The survey found near 
universal wearing of face coverings in business settings, but room for improvement outdoors, 
particularly in some parks. The Joint Information Center prepared a brief social media video 
about the survey.  

Facebook  

Twitter  

 

https://www.facebook.com/SnoCoDEM/posts/3218667064887132
https://twitter.com/SnoCo_DEM/status/1301217358065930240


 

COVID-19 CASES CONTINUE TO 
DECLINE IN SNOHOMISH COUNTY 

The rate per 100,000 people stood at 
53.8 for the two week period that ended 
Aug. 31. 

 

COVID-19 cases continue to decline in Snohomish County 

For the fifth week in a row, COVID-19 cases declined in Snohomish County. The rate per 
100,000 people stood at 53.8 for the two week period that ended Aug. 31. Under the Safe 
Start plan, the case rate needs to drop below 25 cases per 100,000, and remain there, to move 
to Phase 3. 

 

 

REMEMBER: AVOID LARGE 
GATHERINGS, WEAR A MASK 
DURING LABOR DAY WEEKEND 

Labor Day weekend is no time to take a 
break from the hard work that in recent 
weeks has been driving down COVID-19 
infections in Snohomish County. 

 

Remember: Avoid large gatherings, wear a mask during Labor Day weekend 

Labor Day weekend is no time to take a break from the hard work that in recent weeks has 
been driving down COVID-19 infections in Snohomish County, a press conference was told 
early this week. 

“Heading into the Labor Day weekend, it's important that folks continue to follow all the 
measures around physical distancing, wearing face coverings, and especially limiting social 
gatherings,” said Dr. Chris Spitters, Health Officer at the Snohomish Health District. “Big 
holidays are a temptation to attend larger gatherings. But again, keep your gatherings five or 
under and ideally the same cohort of five people outside your home across time. We've made 
tremendous strides over the last month to bend the curve and bring things back down with a 
really good outlook hopefully for the fall in terms of education for kids and hopefully 
advancing our reopening of the economy. So we don't want to lose that momentum or risk 
going backwards.” 

Facebook 

Twitter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.snohd.org/DocumentCenter/View/4870/transcript-sept-1-briefing?bidId=
https://www.facebook.com/SnohomishHealth/posts/3083599778417169
https://twitter.com/SnoHD/status/1301575002857193472


 

 

VIDEO IN SPANISH: CDC DEATH 
DATA BEING MISINTERPRETED 

A Joint Information Center video on CDC 
death data that has been widely 
misinterpreted has now been translated 
into Spanish for sharing to your social 
media followers. Links at right. 

 

Video in Spanish: CDC death data being misinterpreted 

The Joint Information Center this week released a brief video that aims to address confusion 
linked to misinterpretation of CDC death data related to COVID-19.  The video and social 
media chatter (below) is now also available in Spanish. 

 

COVID-19 es real, como confirman las familias de más de 200 personas en el condado de 
Snohomish que han muerto como resultado de esta enfermedad. Algunas están 
malinterpretando información importante en las estadísticas de los CDC publicadas 
recientemente y minimizando la gravedad de esta pandemia. Mire este breve video para 
aprender sobre las comorbilidades. El Dr. Chris Spitters, Oficial de Salud del distrito de salud de 
Snohomish, ofrece información adicional en el video informativo de hoy: 
https://youtu.be/eLKrrYxq5Dw 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/SnohomishHealth/posts/3084148698362277
https://youtu.be/eLKrrYxq5Dw


 

STATE, COUNTY PLANNING FOR 
DISTRIBUTION OF COVID-19 
VACCINES ς WHEN SAFE, READY 

The state and county are beginning to 
work with local partners to be ready to 
deploy vaccines when the time arrives. 

 

State, county planning for distribution of COVID-19 vaccines -- when safe, 
ready 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) last week wrote governors across the 
U.S. urging them to prepare for large-scale distribution of vaccines for COVID-19, perhaps as 
early as Nov. 1. So far, no vaccines have been approved for use. 

The state Department of Health on Wednesday evening released a statement that it “is closely 
monitoring progress toward development of a vaccine for COVID-19” and working with federal 
and local partners to be ready to deploy vaccines when the time arrives. DOH added that “it is 
incumbent upon the federal government to critically evaluate these new vaccines for their 
safety and efficacy in an unbiased way.” 

Find the full DOH statement here. 

The Snohomish County Department of Emergency Management and Snohomish Health District 
already have begun conversations with local health-care partners regarding how best to 
ensure vaccines are available to residents once approved. The health district released this 
statement: 

“It is encouraging to hear that vaccine development is progressing, and we hope it continues 
on a promising path. While we wait for those vaccines to successfully complete all phases of 
clinical trials, the Snohomish Health District will continue to work with our local, state and 
federal partners in ongoing planning efforts.  

“Much like development and distribution of COVID-19 tests, it will take time to build the 
infrastructure and manufacturing capacity to distribute vaccines in large quantities. Even after 
one or more vaccines have been deemed to be safe and effective, it may take a while before 
they are readily available. When that time comes, we will work to ensure that they are 
allocated in a safe and equitable manner here in Snohomish County.” 

 

NEW UNEMPLOYMENT CLAIMS 
CONTINUE TO DROP IN 
SNOHOMISH COUNTY, STATE 

New unemployment claims continue to 
decline in Snohomish County, dropping 
8% during the week of Aug. 23-29 
compared to the week prior. 

 

New unemployment claims continue to drop in Snohomish County, state 

New unemployment claims continued to decline in Snohomish County, dropping 8% during the 
week of Aug, 23-29 compared to the week prior. There were 1,911 new claims here during the 
reporting period, and 2,083 the previous week. 

Statewide, initial regular unemployment claims dipped by 1.2%, according to the data released 
Thursday by the state Employment Security Department. That said, initial claims applications 
remained 270% percent above weekly new claims applications from the previous year. 

For more information, see the full press release or visit the benefits data dashboard on the 
ESD website. 

 

 

DOH BLOG POST: A HEALTHY 
START TO THE SCHOOL YEAR 

A new blog post from the state DOH on 
return to school is at right. 

 

DOH Blog Post: A healthy start to the school year 

The state Department of Health suggests that structure, sleep, healthy foods and 
exercise are key to starting the school year right. A new blog post has the details: 

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Newsroom/Articles/ID/1362/Statement-from-the-Department-of-Health--COVID-19-Vaccine
https://esd.wa.gov/newsroom/initial-unemployment-insurance-claims-for-week-of-august-23-29-2020
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MDMuMjY1Njk5ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2VzZC53YS5nb3YvdW5lbXBsb3ltZW50L2Rhc2hib2FyZD91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.G4cMgRFG4AS-hqQe6POE9qb6dis8CeCTMtWtJU70LXk%2Fs%2F1253269752%2Fbr%2F83195355253-l&data=02%7C01%7Ceccjic.activation%40snoco.org%7C928e09d885bf40badcff08d8502b3cf2%7C6bd456aabc074218897c4d0a6a503ee2%7C1%7C0%7C637347493966003951&sdata=5dPVInrzMFcJGUI245F1mktzRq2KZE69d5xxkOM7J34%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MDMuMjY1Njk5ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2VzZC53YS5nb3YvdW5lbXBsb3ltZW50L2Rhc2hib2FyZD91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.G4cMgRFG4AS-hqQe6POE9qb6dis8CeCTMtWtJU70LXk%2Fs%2F1253269752%2Fbr%2F83195355253-l&data=02%7C01%7Ceccjic.activation%40snoco.org%7C928e09d885bf40badcff08d8502b3cf2%7C6bd456aabc074218897c4d0a6a503ee2%7C1%7C0%7C637347493966003951&sdata=5dPVInrzMFcJGUI245F1mktzRq2KZE69d5xxkOM7J34%3D&reserved=0
https://medium.com/wadepthealth/a-healthy-start-to-the-school-year-95ecf2c2dcf9


Whether your school district is opening in a remote learning model or with a hybrid 
plan for both online learning and some in-person learning, one thing is for sure: 
something is bound to go wrong at least once. 

The technology won’t work. Or maybe it will, but you and your child will forget how 
to use it. Your internet service will flicker for no reason. You won’t have all the 
information you need at the time you need it. The kids will be stressed. The teachers 
will be stressed. You will be stressed. 

It’s okay. Focus on showing your kids how to manage that stress and be flexible and 
generous through a difficult moment. Tell them how proud you are that they are 
strong enough to do hard things. The bugs will get worked out. And in the meantime, 
the kids will learn resilience and how to overcome challenges. 

See the full blog post for more information. 

 

EMPLOYMENT SECURITY 
DEPARTMENT PROVIDES UPDATES 
ON LOST WAGES ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM AND JOB SEARCH 
REQUIREMENTS 

See the updates at right on the Lost 
Wages Assistance Program and 
requirements to search for jobs while 
receiving unemployment benefits. 

 

Employment Security Department provides updates on Lost Wages 
Assistance Program and job search requirements 

The Employment Security Department issued updates on the Lost 
Wages Assistance Program and the job search requirement to 
receive unemployment benefits. 

Lost Wages Assistance (LWA) 

LWAis a federal program that adds $300 for each week the 
program remains federally funded. If you receive unemployment 
benefits for certain weeks and you are unemployed or working 
fewer hours due to disruptions caused by COVID-19, you may be 

eligible for these benefits. 

The LWA program has a limited budget, so the length of time it is available depends on how 
quickly all participating states use up the federal funds. 

Employment Security Department will start processing payments for this new program Sept. 
21, 2020. If you are eligible, you will receive the money in your account as soon as your bank 
processes the payment from us. Payments will be retroactive for all the weeks for which you 
are eligible and funding is available from the federal government. 

Job Search Requirements 

The governor, with support from the Legislature, has announced that job search requirements 
will remain suspended through Oct. 1. This means the soonest claimants will be required to 
actively seek work is Oct. 4. 

You can continue to answer “no” to the job search question on your weekly claim until the 
suspension is lifted. 

 

DISASTER CASH ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM STILL AVAILABLE 

The Disaster Cash Assistance Program 
(DCAP), administered through DSHS, is 
still providing cash payments to 
individuals or families that meet the 
income and resource limits of the 
program and who are not eligible for 
other cash assistance programs. 

 

Disaster Cash Assistance Program still available 

The Disaster Cash Assistance Program (DCAP) is a 
special program that issues cash payments to 
individuals or families if the Governor declares a 
state of emergency due to a federal, statewide, or 
localized disaster. DCAP offers benefits for one 
month in a 12-month period, to low-income 
families and people without children who meet the 
income and resource limits of the program and 

who are not eligible for other cash assistance programs. 

Benefits are excluded from public charge and a social security number is not required. 
Interested people can apply online at WashingtonConnection.org or by calling the Customer 
Service Contact Center at 877-501-2233 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

 

https://medium.com/wadepthealth/a-healthy-start-to-the-school-year-95ecf2c2dcf9
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonconnection.org%2Fhome%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ceccjic.activation%40snoco.org%7C96abff22bc6b4aa0ad8408d84ec1b57e%7C6bd456aabc074218897c4d0a6a503ee2%7C1%7C0%7C637345941161284056&sdata=N1hm%2F5bbjqij0teQtawHcCKhg2snV5GnUlgNhGzwvkU%3D&reserved=0


 

CDC: KNOW THE DIFFERENCES 
BETWEEN COVID-19 AND 
SEASONAL ALLERGIES 

Symptoms of COVID-19 and seasonal 
allergies can look the same. See the 
image at right to see the common 
symptoms might be. 

 

CDC: Know the differences between COVID-19 and seasonal allergies 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is encouraging people to pay close 
attention to symptoms usually are associated with fall pollen. COVID-19 and seasonal allergies 
share many symptoms, but there are some key differences between the two. For example, 
COVID-19 can cause fever, which is not a common symptom of seasonal allergies. The image 
below compares symptoms caused by allergies and COVID-19. 

COVID-19 is a contagious respiratory illness caused by infection with a new coronavirus (called 
SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19). Seasonal allergies triggered by airborne pollen 
can lead to seasonal allergic rhinitis, which affects the nose and sinuses, and seasonal allergic 
conjunctivitis, which affects the eyes. 

There is not enough scientific information at this time to know whether having seasonal 
allergies puts you at higher risk of contracting COVID-19 or having more severe symptoms. We 
do know that older adults and people who have severe underlying medical conditions like 
obesity, diabetes, or heart or lung disease are at higher risk for developing more serious 
complications. Get more information on people at high risk for severe COVID-19. 

Learn more from this CDC FAQ. 

 

 

FOOD DRIVE AT EVERGREEN 
STATE FAIR PARK GATHERS 
DONATIONS, HOPE 

The Aug. 27 food drive event brought in 
6,309 pounds of food and $4,275 in 
donations. 

 

Food drive at Evergreen State Fair Park gathers donations, hope 

Snohomish County Parks announced Wednesday the total impact of their one-day Food Drive 
event Aug. 27 at the Evergreen State Fair Park. A whopping 6,309 pounds of food and $4,275 
of donations were collected to benefit Volunteers of America Western WA and the Snohomish 
County Food Bank Coalition. 

On what would have been the first day of the annual 12-day fair, the community came out in 
droves to support their neighbors, decorate their cars as floats, and even to indulge in some 
fair scones. The drive-through event followed protocols to limit the spread of the virus that 
causes COVID-19. 

The donations gathered during the three-hour event are expected to provide 7,743 meals to 
Snohomish County residents in need. For more details, see the full press release. 

“We miss the Fair this year, but our community really stepped up to continue their 
involvement by donating to local food banks,” said Snohomish County District 2 
Councilmember Megan Dunn, who volunteered at the event. “There was a constant line of 
people excited to donate and to be at the Fairgrounds again. Volunteering at the food drive 
gave me the same feeling of excitement just to be around a community that cares so much.” 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-at-higher-risk.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fspecific-groups%2Fhigh-risk-complications.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-seasonal-allergies-faqs.html
https://www.snohomishcountywa.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=1984


 

IRS: SSA, RRB, AND VA BENEFIT 
RECIPIENTS SHOULD USE THE 
NON-FILERS TOOL TO RECEIVE 
$500 ECONOMIC IMPACT 
PAYMENT PER QUALIFYING CHILD 

If you are a recipient of any of these 
benefits and have eligible children, use 
the Non-Filers tool on IRS.gov to ensure 
you receive $500 per eligible child. 

 

IRS: SSA, RRB, and VA benefit recipients should use the Non-Filers Tool to 
receive $500 Economic Impact Payment per qualifying child 

Do you receive SSA, RRB, or VA benefits? Don’t miss the deadline to get a $500 Economic 
Impact Payment per qualifying child. Use the Non-Filers tool on IRS.gov by September 30 to 
register. 

 

 

COVID-19 TESTING CONTINUES IN 
EVERETT 

The Snohomish Health District is taking 
registrations for testing, Tuesday 
through Friday, after the Labor Day 
holiday. 

 

COVID-19 testing continues in Everett 

The Snohomish Health District will be closed on Monday, September 7 in observance of Labor 
Day. Given this, all regular data updates will be released on Tuesday, September 8.  

 The Health District is continuing testing at 3900 Broadway in Everett, in the large parking lot 
near Everett Memorial Stadium. For the week of September 7, the schedule is as follows: 

¶ Monday, September 7 – closed for Labor Day 

¶ Tuesday, September 8 from noon to 7 p.m.  

¶ Wednesday, September 9 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

¶ Thursday, September 10 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

¶ Friday, September 11 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 In addition to the Everett site, the Health District will also be offering testing at the 
Lynnwood Food Bank on Tuesday, Sept 8. Appointments will be available from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at 5320 176th St SW.  
 
 COVID-19 testing is available to anyone, and strongly encouraged for individuals that fit 
the following criteria: 

¶ Anyone with any of the following COVID-19 symptoms (fever or chills, cough, 
shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or body aches, 
headaches, new loss of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, 
nausea or vomiting, diarrhea); or 

¶ Close contact of a confirmed case; or 

¶ Anyone who lives or works in a congregate setting; or 

¶ Work in healthcare, EMS, law enforcement or other fields where work settings 
have a higher risk of catching or spreading COVID-19; or 

¶ Part of a family or social network that has had a case. 
 

https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/non-filers-enter-payment-info-here


Registration is now open at www.snohd.org/drive-thru-testing. Insurance information is 
collected and the lab will bill insurance. There are no co-pays for COVID-19 testing. If you do 
not have insurance, the test will be provided at no charge. 

 

 

CONFIRMED AND PROBABLE 
CASES OF COVID-19 IN 
SNOHOMISH COUNTY  

Data on case counts are available on the 
Snohomish Health District website and 
the Washington State Department of 
Health dashboard. 

ESSENTIAL LINKS AND PHONE 
NUMBERS FOR UP-TO-DATE 
INFORMATION 

¶ Snohomish Health District 

¶ Snohomish County 

¶ Snohomish County COVID- 19 
Response & Community Resource 
Hub 

¶ Washington State 

¶ Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention 

¶ Snohomish County COVID-19 Phone 
Line: 425-388-3944 

¶ Línea telefónica COVID-19 del 
condado de Snohomish: 
425-388-7120 

¶ Washington State COVID-19 
Hotline: Call 1-800-525-0127 or text 
211-211 for help. 

 

Confirmed and Probable Cases of COVID-19 in Snohomish County 
(as of September 4, 2020) 

Case Count Last Updated:  2 p.m. 

Confirmed 6,371 (up 30 cases from 9/3) 

Probable 821 (up 1 case from 9/3) 

Deaths 207 
 

Jurisdiction Last Updated: 2 p.m. 

Arlington 311 (269 recovered) 

Bothell* 522 (452 recovered) 

Brier 30 (30 recovered) 

Darrington 11 (<5 recovered) 

Edmonds 567 (491 recovered) 

Everett 2,078 (1,777 recovered) 

Gold Bar 15 (13 recovered) 

Granite Falls 48 (45 recovered) 

Index 0 

Lake Stevens 332 (286 recovered) 

Lynnwood 1,138 (1,002 recovered) 

Marysville 632 (532 recovered) 

Mill Creek 118 (98 recovered) 

Monroe 310 (236 recovered) 

Mountlake Terrace 197 (176 recovered) 

Mukilteo 114 (102 recovered) 

Snohomish 459 (394 recovered) 

Stanwood 181 (158 recovered) 

Sultan 36 (31 recovered) 

Tulalip 51 (41 recovered) 

Unknown/Other <5 (<5 recovered) 

Woodinville* 25 (22 recovered) 

Woodway 13 (14 recovered) 

Numbers less than 5 are suppressed to protect medical privacy. Unknown includes cases still 
under investigation. *Counts are for portions in Snohomish County only. 

 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.snohd.org%2Fdrive-thru-testing&data=02%7C01%7Ceccjic.activation%40snoco.org%7Ca56560973cdd4fd6214b08d850fc0783%7C6bd456aabc074218897c4d0a6a503ee2%7C1%7C0%7C637348390665959505&sdata=MF%2FYGCIDsl7MlCyfc6N6eB7Bxfux84Yao%2FYZ4zAyne8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.snohd.org/499/COVID-19-Case-Count-Info
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/NovelCoronavirusOutbreak2020COVID19/DataDashboard
https://www.snohd.org/484/Novel-Coronavirus-2019
https://snohomishcountywa.gov/5589/COVID-19-Response
https://snohomish-county-coronavirus-response-snoco-gis.hub.arcgis.com/
https://snohomish-county-coronavirus-response-snoco-gis.hub.arcgis.com/
https://snohomish-county-coronavirus-response-snoco-gis.hub.arcgis.com/
https://coronavirus.wa.gov/
https://cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html
https://cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html

